AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1-41. (canceled) 

42. (cunently amended) A method for operating a food waste disposer to process food waste, 
the food waste di^ser having a motor for imparting movement to a rotatable shaft ^ch is 
coupled to a grinding mechanism, the method comprising sequentially 

rotating die grinding mechanism at a first rotational speed for a first fMredetermined 
period of time; and 

rotating the grinding mechanism at a second rotational speed for a second 

predetermined period of time. 

43. dmviously presented) The method of claun 42, >^erein the motor is a switched 
reluctance motor. 

44. (previously presented) The method of claim 42, vttoem the motor is a variable speed 
motor. 

45. (previously presented) The method of claim 42, wherein the second rotational speed is 
less Aan the first rotational speed. 

46. (previously presented) The method of claim 43, vdierein die first rotational speed is 
between 2500 and 4000 rotations per minute. 

47. (previously presented) The method of claim 45, wherein die second rotational speed is 
less dian 2500 rotations per minute. 

48. (previou^y presented) Tte method of claim 42, vAtgxem the second rotational speed is 
greater than the ISist rotational speed. 

49. (previously presented) The method of claim 42, fiirthar comprisii^ rotating tiie grinding 
mechanism at a third rotational speed for a tiiird period of time. 



so. (pieviously piesented) The meAod of claim 49, vibemn the fiist lotatio&al speed is 
greater than the seccmd lotational speed, and the second rotating speed is greater Htm the durd 
rotational speed. 

51. (previously presented) The melfaod of claim SO, whmin the third rotational speed is 
between 100 and 1500 rotations per minute. 

52. (previously presented) The metfiod of claim 49, wherein the first rotational speed is less 
than tiie second fotational speed, and the second rotational speed is greater than die third 
rotational spc&d. 

53. (previously presented) The method of claim 52, wherein the first and third rotational 
^)eeds are equal. 

54. (previously presmted) The method of claim 42, whmin the grinding mechanism 
ccMnprises a diredder plate. 

55. (previously presented) The method of claim 54, vtoein the shredder plate inchides 
grinding lugs. 

56. (previously presented) The me&od of claim 42, vriierein flie motor is positioned in a 
motor housing section and wherein the grinding mechanism is positioned in a grinding section, 
and Mdierein the motor housing section and the grinding section are adjacent. 

57. (previously presented) The method of claim 56, wherein the grinding section further 
c(»nprises a stationary Redder ring. 

58. (previously presented) The method of claim 56, further comprising a food conveying 
section adjacent to die grinding section for receiving food waste. 
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59. (pieviously presented) The method of claim 42, wherein the first and second rotational 
speed are controlled by a motor controller. 

60. (previously i»esented) The method of claim 59, wherein the motor includes a stator» and 
wherein the motor controller is in electrical communication with the stator . 

61. (previously presented) A method for operating a food waste disposer to process food 
waste, the food waste disposer having a motor for imparting movement to a rotatable shaft which 
is coupled to a grinding mechanism, tiie method comprising: 

automatically determining the presence of food waste in the food waste disposer, and 
controllably changing the rotational speed of the grinding mechanism dependii^ on 
ttie presoice of food waste in the food waste disposer. 

62. (previously presented) The method of claim 61, v/bissem the rotational speed of the 
grinding mechanism is increased if food waste is pfesent in the food waste di^K^ 

63. (previously presentecQ The method of claim 62, ^rein tiie rotational speed of the 
grindii)^ mechanism is increased fiom a first rotadonal speed to a second ro 

64. (previously presented) The method of claim 63, wherein the first rotational speed is 
between 400 and 800 rotations per minute. 

65. (previously presented) The method of claim 63, wherein the rotational speed of die 
grinding mechanism is subsequently decreased fiom the second rotational speed to the first 
rotational speed if food waste exists die food waste disposer. 

66. (previously presented) The method of claim 61, wherein the rotational speed of the 
grinding mechanism is decreased if food waste is not present in the food waste disposer. 

67. (previously presented) The method of claim 66, wherein the rotational speed of the 
grinding mechanism is decreased fiom a first rotational speed to a second rotadonal speed. 
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68. (previously ptesnted) The nelfaod of claim 67, wherein the rotational speed of the 
grinding medianism is subsequently increased fiom the second rotational speed to the first 
rotational speed if food waste enters the food waste dispose. 

69. (previously presented) The method of claim 61» v^^ierein the presence of food waste in the 
food waste disposer is determined by a moixx controller. 

70. (previously presented) The mediod of claim 69, vAxetcln die motor fiirdier com{Hises a 
stator, and v^rein the controUer is in electrical communication with . 

71. (previously presented) The method of claim 70, vdierein determining the presence of 
food waste in the food waste di^ser conqmses using the controller to monitor a current in the 
stator. 

72. (previously i»esented) The method of claim 7U vAerein an increase in current indicates 
the addition of food waste to die food waste disposer. 

73. O)ieviously presented) The mediod of claim 72, wherein the rotational speed of the 
g^nding mechanism is increased in response to the increase m current 

74. (previously presented) The mediod of claim 73, wherein the rotational speed of the 
grinding niedianism is inoeased fiDom a first rotational speed to a sec^ 

75. (i»eviously presented) The mediod of claim 74, vrfierein die first rotadonal speed is 
between 400 and 800 rotations per minute. 

76. (previously presented) The mediod of claim 71, wherein a decrease in current indicates 
die exiting of food waste fit)m die food waste diq)oser. 
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77. (iTOvioiisly piesoited) The method of chum 76, i^ieiein the rotational speed of the 
grinding mechanism is decieased m leqpoiw to Ae deo^^ 

78. (previously presented) The mettod of claim 61, vdierem tte grindmg medianism 
comprises a shreddor plate. 

79. (previously presented) The mediod of chum 78, ivfaerein the shreddy plate includes 
grinding lugs. 

80. (previously presented) The method of claim 61, herein the motor is positioned in a 
motor housing section and \vherein the grinding mechanism is positioned in a grinding section, 
and wherem the motor housing section and the grinding section are adjacent. 

81. (previously presented) The method of chum 80, wherein the grindii^ section further 
comprises a stationary shedder ring. 

82. (previously presented) The method of clahn 80, faxibet oonqnismg a food conveying 
section zdj acent to the grinding section for receiving food waste. 

83. (previously presented) The mediod of chum 61, wherem ti&e motor is a switched 
reluctance motor. 

84. (previously presented) The method of claim 61, Mdierem die motor is a variable speed 
motor. 

85. (currently amended) A method for operatmg a food waste disposer to process food waste, 
the food waste disposer having a food conveying section and a motor for imparting movement to 
a lotatable shaft ^ch is coupled to a grinding mechanism, the method comprising sequoitially 

removing processed food waste from the food waste disposer, and 
providing water to the grinding mechanism while controUably changmg a rotational 
speed of the grindmg mechanism, wherein the rotational speed of the grinding 



mechamsm is contioUablv increased when water is provided to the grinding 
mechanism. 

86. ^neviously presented) The method of claim 85, vAiffnin the method is perfoimed after 
die food wBSte disposer peif onns an idle mode. 

87. (previously presented) The method of claim 86, wherein the food waste di^ser is in an 
idle mode for a certain period of time before performing the method. 

88. (previously pres^ted) The method of claim 85, \^erein the rotational speed of the 
grinding mechanism is controllably increased vriien water is provided to the grinding 
mechanism. 

89. (previously presented) The method of claim 88, wherein the rotational speed of the 
grinding mechanism is increased fiom a first rotational speed to a second rotational speed. 

90. (previously i»esented) Hie mediod of claim 89, herein the first rotational q)eed is 
between 400 and 800 rotaticms p&t minute. 

91. (previously presented) The method of chum 89, yAnsnia die second.rotational speed is 
greater than 1500 rotations per minute. 

92. (previously presented) The meOod of claim 85, wherem the motor is a switched 
reluctance motor. 

93. (previously presented) The method of claim 85, wherein the motor is a variable speed 
motor. 

94. (previously presented) The mediod of claim 85, wherein die food waste disposer further 
comprises a water inlet sq)arate fiom the food conveying section, and herein water is provided 
to the grinding mechanism through the water inlet. 
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95. (previously presentBd) The method of claim 94, v/berein the lotalioiial speed of the 
grinding mechanism is oontrollably changed by a motor controller. 

96. (previously presented) The method of claim 95, wher»n the motor comprises a stator, 
and wheiein the motor contioller is in electrical communication with the stator. 

97. (previously presented) The method of claim 95, ^^lerein the motor controller is in 
electrical communication with a valve, and wherein the controller provides wat^ to the grinding 
mechanism through the water inlet by opening the valve. 

98. (previously presented) The mediod of claim 88, wherein the method is peifomied prior to 
turning off the food waste disposer. 

99. (jpieviously presented) The method of claim 88, vrfiaein the rotational speed of the 
grinding mechanism is increased for a predetermined period of time. 

100. (pieviously pieaented) The method of claim 85, i^Aierein die grinding mechanism 
comprilses a shredder plate. 

lOL (previously presented) The method of claim 100, whorein die diredder plate inchides 
grinding lugs. 

102. (previously presented) The method of claim 85, wherein the griiKling mechanism is 
positioned in a grinding section, and ^rein providing water to the grinding mechanism while 
controllably changing a rotational speed of the grinding mechanism causes water to rinse die 
grinding section. 

103. (previously presented) The mediod of claim 102, wfaerem controllably changing a 
rotational speed of the grinding mechanism comprises increasing a rotational speed of the 
grinding mechanism. 



104. (previously pesented) The m^faod of claim 102, wheim die grinding section further 
conq^Kises a stationary shedder ring. 

105. (witfulrawn) A method for operating a food waste (Usposer to process food waste, the 
food waste disposer having a motor for imparting movement to a rotatable shaft vAikk is coiq;)led 
to a grinding mechanism, the metfiod comprising: 

determining \id)ether food waste is jammed in the grindmg mechanism by monitoring 

a currrait provided to the motor; and 
attempting to dislodge die jammed waste from die grinding mechanism by adjusting 

die torque of the rotatable shaft. 

106. (wididrawn) The mediod of claim 105, wherein the motor is a switched reluctance motor. 

107. (wididrawn) The mediod of claim lOS, vi^erein die motor is a variable speed motor. 

108. (wididrawn) The mediod of claim lOS, wherein die current is provided to a stator of die 
motor. 

109. (wididrawn) Tlie mediod of claim 108, wherein it is determined diat food waste is 
j ammed in the grindmg mechanism by monitoring an increase in die current. 

110. (wididrawn) The m^od of claim 105, wherein die torque of die rotatable shaft is 
increased. 

111. (wididrawn) The mediod of claim 110, v^erein die torque of die rotatable shaft is 
increased from a first torque to a second torque. 

1 12. (vrididrawn) The mediod of claim 105, wherein adjusting die torque of die rotatable shaft 
conqirises reversing the rotational movement of the rotatable shaft 
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1 13. (wiAdraiwii) The mediod of claim 105, vrfimm adjusting the torque of the rotalable ^aft 
comprises sequentially adjusting tise rotational movement of die lotatable shaft between a reverse 
rotational ditection and a forwaid rotational direction. 

114. (wididrawn) The metiiod of claim 105, wherein die grinding mechanism comprises a 
shredder plate. 

1 15. (wilfadravm) The mediod of claim 1 14, wherein die ^luedder plate includes grinding lugs. 

116. (wididrawn) The mediod of claim 105, >^erein die motor is positioned in a motor 
housing section and \rfierein die grinding mechanism is positioned in a grinding section, and 
yAxmin the motor housmg section and die grindmg section are adjacent 

117. (wididrawn) The mediod of claim 116, whmin die grinding section further conqprises a 
stationary shelter ring. 

118. (wididrawn) The mediod of claim 116, furdier ccmiprising a food conveying section 
adjacent to die grinding section for receiving food waste. 

119. (previously presented) A method for operating a food waste dispose to process food 
waste, the food waste disposer having a motor for unparting movement to a rotatable shaft which 
is coq)ied to a grinding mechanism, die mediod craiimsing conlrollably increasing die rotational 
speed of die grinding medianism to a predetermined rotational rate over a predetermined period 
of time. 

120. (previously presented) The mediod of claim 119, wherein die motor is a switched 
reluctance motor. 

121. (previously presented) The mediod of claim 1 19, wherein the motor is a variable speed 
motor. 
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122. (previously presented) The method of claim 119» vAnemix the grinding mechanism 
comprises a shredder pkte. 

123. (previously presented) The mettod of claim 122, ^iierein the shredder plate includes 
griiKlinglugs. 

124. (previously presented) The method of claim 119, u4ierein the predetermined rotational 
rate is greater than ISOO rotations per minute. 

125. (jHeviously presented) The method of claim 119, wherein the predeteraoined period of 
time is gr^ler than three seconds. 

126. dneviously presented) The method of claun 119, wherein the rotational speed of the 
grinding mechamsm is controllably increased fiom a stationary position. 

127. (previously presented) The mefiKxl of claim 119, wherein the motor is positioned in a 
motor housing sectim and wherein the grinding mechanism is positioned in a grinding section, 
and wherein ti^ motor housing section and the grinding section are adj acent 

128. (previously presented) The method of daim 127, wherein the grinding section fiuther 
comprises a stationary shedder ring. 

129. (previously presented) The method of cbim 127, fiirther comprising a food conveying 
section adjacent to the grinding section for receiving food waste. 

130. (previously presented) A method for operating a food waste disposer to proce^ food 
waste, the food waste disposer having a variable speed motor for imparting movement in a first 
direction to a rotatable shaft which is coupled to a grinding mechanism, the method comprising 
controllably varying the rotaticHial speed of the grinding mechamsm in the first direction during 
the operation of the food waste disposer. 
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131. (pieviously present^) The method of claim 130, indieieiii die motor is a switched 
leluctance motor. 

132. O'l^^^^iy pesented) The method of claun 130» M^ierem die food waste disposer further 
conqirises a motor controller, and wherein the motor controller controUably vari^ the rotational 
speed of the grinding medianism during die operaticm of the food waste disposer. 

133. (previously presented) The method of claim 132, v^diercin the motor further comprises a 
stator, and wherein die motor controller sends a current to the stator to controUably vary the 
rotational speed of the grinding mechanism during the opemtion of the food waste disposer. 

134. (previously presented) The mediod of claim 130, wherem controliably varying die 
rotational speed of the grinding mechanism during die operation of the food waste disposer 
comprises mcreasing the rotational speed from a first rotational qieed to a secrad rotational 
s|md. 

135. (previously presented) The mediod of claim 130, vriierein controUably varying die 
rotational speed of the grinding mechanian during die operation of die food waste disposer 
comprises decreasing die rotational speed from a first rotational speed to a second rotational 
speed. 

136. (previously presented) The mediod of claim 130, vibsstein controUably varying die 
rotational speed of die grinding mechanism during die operation of die food waste disposer 
comprises controUably uicreasing the rotational speed over a predeterm^ 

137. (previously presented) The mediod of claim 136, wherem the rotational speed is 
increased from a first rotational speed to a second rotational speed 

138. (previously presented) The mediod of claim 1 36, wherein die rotation speed is increased 
from a stationary position to a first rotational speed. 
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139. (previously presented) The method of claim 130, iwheiein contiollably varying the 
rotational speed of die grinding mechanism during the operation of the food waste disposer 
comprises varying tiie rotational speed in accordance with the presence of food waste in the food 
waste diq)oser. 

140. (previously presented) The method of claim 139, vibmm the rotational speed is 
increased when food is preset in the food waste disposa*. 

141. (previously presented) The method of claim 130, wherein controllably varying the 
rotational speed of the grinding mechanism during the operation of the food waste disposer 
comprises varying die rotational spcei when water is inttoduced onto the grinding mechanism to 
rinse the grinding mechanism. 

142* ^[xreviottsly presented) The mediod of claim 141, herein ti^ lotadonal speed is 
increased when water is introduced onto the grindmg mechanism. 

143. Q»eviously presented) The method of claim 142, vAxmin tfie mediod is performed prior 
to shutting off the food waste disposar. 

144. (previously presented) The method of claim 130, wherein Oe controllably varjdng the 
rotational speed of the grinding medumism durii^ the operation of the food waste dispose 
occurs when food waste is jammed in die grinding mechanism. 
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